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GENESIS is the Book of Beginnings. It is the foundation book of The Holy Bible, ever the world’s best-selling and unique book. Every great truth is found in the Bible about Creation, Providence and Redemption - the explanation of our human origins, our present condition and the provided remedy. This is shown in God’s Covenant promises to Adam and Eve, our first parents, to Abraham, Israel’s patriarch, and to King David, its king. Understanding the Bible comes by knowing the history and destiny of Israel, and God’s promises.
Genesis tells of the origins of all things: the universe, the world, us humans, the Divine law, sin and its consequence – evil and death, God’s promises of man’s redemption, the early civilisations, the universal flood, God’s call of Abram and His great promises to him, the development of the children of Israel, and how they became slaves in Egypt. Not counting the primary Creation (ch. 1/1) - which astronomers say was some 12 billion years ago - Genesis covers a period of about 2,400 years - from about BC 4,004 to about BC 1,600. Because of the great distance of time from then til now, these dates can only be approximate.

The Genesis Story:

* 
All things began with the Eternal, Increate God, Who created the heaven and the earth and all things in them out of, and by means of, His great power called  “the spirit of God”, Gen. 1/1.

*
The first world with its myriad forms of life, oceanic, vegetable, insect, bird, animal, and human, was created by God’s angels, the Elohim (meaning ‘Powerful Ones’), in six literal, 24-hour days, each having one evening and one morning. This was about 6,000 years ago – Gen. 1/3 to 2/3; Psalm 103/20.

*
The first man, Adam (= ‘red earth’), was formed by the angels of God (the Elohim, called “God”) from the dust of the ground, and given the breath of life. Adam became a living soul, or animated body of life, Gen. 1/26; 2/7. 
*
The first woman, Eve, (= ‘life’) was formed from a rib out of Adam’s side. This was to establish between Adam and Eve natural attraction, empathy, partnership, and inter-dependence. Each was given great intelligence and a free and independent will. They were able to choose to love and obey their Creator and able to refuse - free to stand in choosing God’s will and free to fall in choosing their own will, Gen. 2/18-23. 

*
The first marriage was instituted and God’s ideal in marriage revealed. One man and one woman becoming one flesh in a life-long bonding of love, friendship, fellowship and unity, Gen. 2/24, 25.

*
The first law was given through God’s angels to Adam and Eve. By it God tested their gratitude, respect, and love for Him, their Creator. Would they by continued obedience as His faithful children prove worthy of an ascension in nature to eternal life, and gain all things? Or, would they by disobedience, show themselves unworthy and remain with their animal nature with its temporary life, and lose everything? Gen. 2/16, 17. 

*
The first lie came by an amoral, subtle serpent, one of the then “beasts of the field”. Its specious talk deceived Eve into thinking that God did not really mean what He had said. Her deception brought about. . . 

*
The first sin - disobedience to God’s law. Adam knowingly, but foolishly followed his wife into sin, choosing to join her in sin rather than remain faithful, but lonely, to God. As previously warned, God sentenced both to death, the consequence of sin. He did and still does, mean what He says – ‘the wages of sin is death”! Eve was also given a painful childbirth and, for both their future good, to be subject to her husband. Through their sin, disease, evil, death and sin entered into this world. Mankind came to know both “good” (when in fellowship with God) and also “evil” (when estranged from God). In a now evil world of sinners doomed to die, life without God became empty and frustrating. But before sentencing Adam and Eve, the grace and kindness of God gave them, and all mankind the marvellous hope of eternal redemption in . . .

*
The first promise, Gen. 3/15. God promised Eve a “seed” who would bruise the serpent on the head (a fatal blow), but who would, in so-doing, be bruised in his heel (non-fatal). This is really a prophecy about Jesus Christ, “born of a woman”, though conceived by the Holy Spirit. He conquered sin by a lifelong trust in God. Sinners crucified him. But God raised Him from death unto eternal life. He is destined to remove sin and all its consequences from the world– Jo. 3:16; 1 Pe. 3:18; Acts 3:15; 1 Co. 15/24-28.

*
The first atonement for sin. God provided a sacrificial lamb to atone for Adam and Eve’s sin. Their acceptance of God’s provision brought forgiveness and restoration of fellowship. That lamb also pointed forward to Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world”, planned by God “before the foundation of the world”. God repudiated their fig-leaf covering, and all human attempts at sin covering. He requires a voluntary acceptance of God’s sacrificial covering for sin followed by a renewed walk of a faithful obedience to Him, in humble trust. The principle of acceptable worship was established that “without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin”, which, expressed in NT terms is, “without faith it is impossible to please God . . “ - Gen. 3/21, Exod. 20/24; 6/22; 8/20; Rom. 1/5, 17; 16/26; 3/21-26, ch. 6; Heb. 9/22; 11/6.

*
The first murder. Cain, a wilful, rebellious sinner, was invited by God to repent and copy righteous Abel, his brother. He chose to remain himself, and retain his ways and in jealous rage killed Abel. So God cursed him. Gen. 4/1-15; 1 John 3/12. 

*
The first universal apostasy. Mankind multiplied and divided into “the sons of God” and “the children of men”. Intermarriage between the two produced an apostasy from God so great in wickedness and violence that God sent a world flood to destroy all breathing things. All except righteous Noah and his family and at least two representatives of all created species were saved in a large wooden ark built by Noah and his family. It floated above the waters so preserving them from death, Gen. 6/1 - 9/17; Heb. 11/7; 1 Peter 3/20, 21. Noah’s ark is a type of God’s provision for our salvation in Jesus Christ. In Him we will be saved.

*
The first international rebellion. Mankind built Babylon, the first great city and a skyscraper to glorify man. But God confounded their language putting at stop to their rebellious enterprise – Gen. 11/1-9.

*
The first promise of world blessing. God called Abram from Ur of the Chaldees, a great city in the Babylonian Empire, and promised him a land, a great nation, a blessing, a seed (or son) and an international blessing – Gen. 12/1-3, 7. Abram (= ‘exalted father’) believed and obeyed God, Who changed his name to Abraham (= ‘father of a multitude’). God’s unchangeable oath was confirmed to Isaac and Jacob, by the prophets and by Christ and His apostles - Gen. 13/14-17; 15/4, 5; vv. 18-21; 17/4-8; 22/15-18; Heb. 6/18.

*
Israel’s first departure from the land. Jacob sought God’s blessing in delivering him from Esau. God blessed him and changed his name to Israel (= ‘a prince with God’). The twelve children of Jacob grew into 70 persons who, in a time of severe drought in Canaan, went to sojourn in Egypt. There Joseph, the second youngest, became second in authority to Pharaoh, Gen. 32 to ch. 50/25. Joseph is a type of Jesus Christ.

*
Genesis ends with Joseph expressing his faith in God and His purpose. Then he died in faith; and was embalmed after the custom of Egyptian rulers, Gen. 50/26, Hebrews 11/22. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL TO KNOW THE STORY AND THE LESSONS OF GENESIS IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE REST OF THE BIBLE.









GENESIS





Theme: The beginnings of all things and of God’s Plan for man through Israel





A Key verse:


 “Let us make man in our Image, after our Likeness and let them have Dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping things that creeps on the earth” – Genesis 1/26





OUTLINE – GENESIS





The Pre-Adam Age – Creation to Chaos (The Beginnings) - ch. 1/1, 





The Pre-Flood Age – From Chaos to Order (Adam to Noah) – ch. 1/3 to ch. 8


1st Day – Light out of darkness, ch. 1/3-5


2nd Day – The atmosphere called heaven, ch. 1/6-8


3rd Day – Seas, Earth, Vegetation, ch. 1/9-13


4th Day – Daylight and Nightlight, Signs, Seasons and Calendar, ch. 1/14-19


5th Day – Living creatures: birdlife for atmosphere, sea life for seas, ch. 1/20-23


6th Day – Living creatures for earth: animals and man, ch. 1/24-31


7th Day – the angels rest from creative labour and begin man’s education, ch. 2/1-3


Adam and Eve’s creation, work, blessings – the Edenic inheritance, and provision of marriage, ch. 2/4-25


Adam & Eve’s sin, judgement, God’s promise of redemption, provision of forgiveness and help, ch. 3


Faithless Cain kills righteous Abel - whom God replaces by Seth, ch. 4


Genealogy of Adam to Noah’s sons – mankind’s inexorable mortality and Enoch’s faithfulness, ch. 5





3.      The Great Flood Age – From Order to Chaos (Noah & family saved) - ch. 6– 8/19





4.      The Post-Flood Age – Chaos to Order to Promise (Noah to Joseph) ch. 8/20 to ch. 50


God’s covenant with Noah memorialised by the rainbow, ch. 8/20 – ch .9


The sons of Noah became the nations of the world, but God watches over the family of Shem, chs. 10, 11


The lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - God’s great covenants of international blessing, chs. 12 – 38


The life and times of Joseph – God brings the children of Israel to Egypt, chs. 39 – 50. 	           JG   6/03
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