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THE HOLY BIBLE is the Word of God. It reveals His glorious Being and His wondrous Plan to “fill this earth with His glory”, and with the universal knowledge of that glory, Numbers 14/21; Habakkuk 2/14. This Plan has been out-working since His creation of Adam and Eve, our first parents. God is calling and is developing a Divine Family from among perishing mankind. God-manifestation rather than merely human salvation is His determinate Plan. It is revealed in His covenant promises, in His dealings with the nation of Israel and His teachings to, and work in, believers in Christ. It discloses what we must do for this “great salvation”. We must believe God’s promises after the example of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. God asks us to believe The Gospel (the Good News) and be baptized (immersed) into His Son, Jesus Christ. This is faith, which changes us both within and without - from ignorance and sin to knowledge and righteousness - Mark 16/15, 16, Gal. 3/26-29. The Bible is “the holy scriptures which are able to make us wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus”, 2 Tim. 3/1-17. It was written by holy men between 3,500 to 2,000 years ago who God inspired what to write by His Holy Spirit, 2 Peter 1/20, 21. ‘Holy’ means ‘separate’ or ‘unique’. ‘Bible’ means ‘Book’.

The Bible is unique. It alone satisfactorily explains the origin and the destiny of this earth, the history and the future of mankind, the significance of world events and the meaning and purpose of our life. It reveals God as the Creator, The Sustainer and The Controller of all things, The Saviour of Israel and all mankind. It discloses Him as a God of Love, of mercy, of perfect justice, of kindness, of goodness, of truth, and of grace. By His own great Name He promises to establish His Kingdom on this earth for the redemption of mankind and for the filling of the earth with His moral glory - forever. This Plan is called “God’s Way” and “the Gospel”. It is ‘good news’ for perishing mankind and is defined as “the things concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus Christ”, Acts 8/12; 28/30, 31. 

“The Kingdom of God” is God’s Plan to save mankind through the restored Kingdom of Israel, Acts 1/3, 6. “Jesus Christ” is The Son of God and the Messiah (the promised, anointed King) of Israel – The Man to save All Men and fulfil God’s Plan. Because he lived his whole life obediently, even to an unjust and cruel death, God raised him from the dead to eternal life. A resurrection to eternal life in the coming Kingdom of God is offered to all who demonstrate lifelong faithfulness to God’s Word. 

The Bible has 66 books - 39 in the Old Testament, and 27 in the New Testament. The main theme of the OT is, “the things concerning the kingdom of God” – the kingdom of Israel’s rise, fall and promised restoration. It also foretells of God’s salvation through God’s suffering servant and prophet, His acceptable sacrifice, priest and future King of Israel. It contains the national covenant that God made with the children of Israel, called “the Law of Moses”. This has ‘The Ten Commandments’, summarized by two great commands: 1. A whole-of-being Love of God; and 2. Equally with love of self, the Love of all men, beginning with one’s parents. Because Israel had an especial moral responsibility to the LORD (Heb. YaHWeH= “He Who Will Become Manifested”), its Creator, Saviour and Judge, His Law promised blessings if obeyed and curses if disobeyed. When Israel obeyed the Law it was blessed.

However, without God’s help, The Law is beyond weak human nature to obey it perfectly as it required. It therefore condemns to death every transgressor, Romans 3/19, ch. 7/7-24. So it taught the need for God’s saving work in Christ and for trust in God, Gal. 3/24-29. We must learn “to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God”, Micah 6/8. With trust in God’s help, however, obedience is possible. Jesus Christ, a man of our identical nature, Heb. 2/9-18, “magnified the law and made it honourable”, Isaiah 42/21. He obeyed God even to an unjust and cruel death at the hands of his own people. Because Israel continually disobeyed Him, God sent The Law’s threatened curses. He later superseded “the Law of Moses” with “the law of Christ”, Gal 3/24-29; 6/2. In Christ by a faithful obedience to God’s revealed will, God offers us mercy, help and salvation. We must choose to “repent” (or change our false philosophies, traditions and concepts) and surrender to God, and His call in The Gospel. In Christ, there are three great abiding principles: “Faith, Hope and Love”, and the two great commandments confirmed as Love of God and Love for our Neighbour. These may be written on our minds, felt in our hearts and shown in faithful lives, Deut. 30/11-16 cp Romans 10/6-8, as we “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness”, Matt. 6/33. We may do this by prayerful, diligent study of the Holy oracles, living them and then teaching them to others, so “studying to show yourself approved unto God, rightly interpreting His Word of truth”, 2 Tim. 15; 3/14-17.

The Bible claims to be God’s enlightening, inspiring Word, 2 Pet. 1/19-21. Careful study proves it to so to be. It brings guidance in life, peace of mind and joy to all that obey it. Being God’s Word, its ideas are high and holy, and bring blessing – Isa. 55/6-13. 

It has the power to transform its diligent, careful reader from ignorance to knowledge; from disaffection, disillusionment and despair to love, ‘the vision splendid’ and joy; from wrong to right conduct, from alienation from God and men to fellowship with Him and them. It assures that those who seek God and have the living faith that pleases Him will be granted the gift of salvation (eternal life) in His coming Kingdom, Romans 1/16, 17; 10/17; 2 Timothy 3/14-17. Personal holiness is essential for salvation, Hebrews 12/14. To be saved we must let God, as He is abundantly able to do, to make us worthy of salvation, Col. 1/10; 1 Thess 2/12; 2 Thess. 1/5; Rev. 3/4. He asks we believe the Gospel, be baptized (immersed) into His Son and thereafter live godly lives with His help, Mark 16/15, 16; Romans 6. When we come to faith in God we experience a spiritual rebirth, a being born again, anew or from above. Faith lifts us above the world of sin and death and connects us to righteousness and life. By Baptism we die to sin, and  arise to a life of righteousness. Baptism’s form is a full immersion in water, Acts 8/38, 39. It takes us out of Adam, the first sinner, and it puts us into Christ, the obedient, and resurrected, Son of God. He is “the Way” of our atonement, “the Truth” of religion and “the Life” for our emulation and peace with God, John 14/6; Romans chs. 5,  6.

We are sinners under sentence of death. But, by God’s grace, we may become God’s righteous children destined for eternal life in His coming Kingdom - heirs of His everlasting salvation. God’s offer is to all without distinction. All are “in Adam and all die.” But all may choose to come to be “in Christ that all shall be made alive”. 
HOW WILL WE CHOOSE?
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Themes: 1. The Kingdom of God;


 2. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the King


 


A Key Verse:


“As surely as I live, the earth shall be filled with My glory”, Numbers 14/21








OUTLINE - THE HOLY BIBLE


The Old Testament - “The things concerning God’s Kingdom, Israel”, Dan. 2/44; Acts 28/31:


Genesis – The beginning of all things to the creation of the Jews, the children of Israel. 


Exodus to Ruth – God rescues Israel from Egypt and settles them in the Promised Land.


1 & 2 Samuel – The reigns of Saul and David over Israel, the Kingdom of God.


1 Kings to Esther – Israel’s decline, fall, partial restoration, and protection by God.


Job to Song of Solomon – Instruction in patience, praise, wisdom, reverence and love.


Isaiah to Malachi – Visions of Israel’s future set against its historical decline and fall.


The New Testament - “The things concerning God’s Son, Jesus Christ” - Acts 8/12:


Matthew to John - The Gospels – The good news of God’s Saviour for all nations. 


The Acts – The Gospel that salvation is for all by faith in God sent to all nations.


Romans - The Gospel explained - “the just shall live by means of faith”.


1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians – Reproof and correction – ‘believe and do God’s will’.


Ephesians to 2 Thessalonians - Instruction in righteousness – ‘live the life of faith’. 


1 & 2 Timothy & Titus – Protect, Proclaim, and Promote the Gospel. 


Philemon – The Christ-like spirit – ‘Love is better than Law’.


Hebrews – The Message to Jewry – ‘Choose Christ Who excels all!’


James – Warning: ‘Only an active faith will save’!


1 & 2 Peter – The Cross Comes before the Crown – “rejoice in Christ’s sufferings”.


1, 2 & 3 John – The Power of Love – in the congregation, in the family, in the individual.


Revelation – Christ’s last message. He exhorts His people to faithfulness, reveals the rise and fall of Christendom and shows His control of all things on earth. He will fulfil God’s great Plan of world peace and salvation - bringing “glory to God in the highest”.							  JG  6/03
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