CHRISTADELPHIAN BIBLE POSTAL COURSE

Answers to Questions from Lessons 20-23
	LESSON 20: GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT.

	Question 20A
	Fill in the blank spaces. You will need more than one word in some cases.
	The Holy Ghost is also known as the Holy SPIRIT. It is the POWER of God. God used His spirit to CREATE the heaven and the earth. The Holy Spirit directed the minds of men as they wrote the Bible. This is known as INSPIRATION. Jesus was conceived by the action of the Holy Spirit on MARY. The Holy Spirit was given to Jesus at his BAPTISM. Jesus used this power to perform MIRACLES. The ‘Comforter' was the HOLY SPIRIT and was to teach the APOSTLES and remind them of all Jesus said and did during his life on earth. We read about the Holy Spirit being given to the disciples in Acts chapter 2:4. It was given after the Lord Jesus had ascended to HEAVEN.

	Question 20B
	Is the Spirit of God a person?
	No, the Spirit of God is not a person. It is the Power of God. The power by which He carries out His purposes and plans.

	Question 20C
	Explain why reading the Scriptures is a way through which we can receive the Spirit of God today.
	God speaks to us today through His Word – the Bible. When we read the Word of God, we are in a sense receiving the Spirit of God. This can cause a wonderful change in our lives, helping us to grow more pleasing to God.

‘Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) 
‘The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life’ (John 6:63)

	Question 20D
	Do you believe that the Holy Spirit has affected your life? If so how?
	Through life’s circumstances

Through God’s word having an influence on our behaviour and understanding

	LESSON 21: HOLY SPIRIT GIFTS.

	Question 21A.


	a) When the Holy Spirit was given to the apostles at Pentecost, what did it allow them to do? 
	When the Holy Spirit was given to the apostles at Pentecost, it enabled them to speak in foreign languages so that they could teach and preach to all the peoples gathered at Jerusalem. It was a sign that their message was from God. 

‘And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance’. (Acts 2:4)

	
	b) How did the people in Jerusalem at the time benefit from this.
	There were gathered at Jerusalem at the time people from many different countries. These all benefited by hearing the Gospel message and hearing of God’s wonderful works preached to them in their own language.

’And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God’ (Acts 2:8-11)

	Question 21B
	a) Why were the Holy Spirit gifts given in the first century?
	The Holy Spirit gifts were given to show that the apostles were reliable in their preaching. It helped in establishing the early churches and enabled the New Testament to be written. It was used to work miracles and to speak in tongues as a sign that their message was from God.

	
	b) How long were they to last?
	The Holy Spirit gifts were to last as long as the apostles who received them were alive. Once the early churches were established and the Word of God written down then the Holy Spirit gifts were withdrawn. 

	Question 21C
	Which were the most important gifts?
	The most important gifts were those given for teaching the gospel to the people and for guiding them in the way of life.

’And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues’ (1 Corinthians 12:28)

	Question 21D
	Which people were able to pass on the gifts of the Holy Spirit to others?
	The people who were able to pass on these gifts of the Holy Spirit were the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ. They passed them on by the laying on of hands.
’Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money,’ (Acts 8:18)

	Question 21E
	Do you think that Holy Spirit gifts exist today?
	No Holy Spirit gifts do not exist today, they were withdrawn once the early church was established and the New Testament written down.

	Question 21F
	What is more important than all the gifts?
	Love is more important than all the gifts.

’So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13)

	Question 21G
	In which of the following ways does God work by His Spirit today? 
Answer ’Yes’ or ’No’. 
	

	
	a) God answering the prayers of believers.
	YES, God does answer the prayers of the believers.

	
	b) God giving people the power to do miracles
	NO, God does not give people the power to do miracles.

	
	c) God keeping His creation alive.
	YES, God does keep His creation alive.

	
	d) God controlling world affairs.
	YES, God does control world affairs.

	
	e) People speaking with tongues
	NO, God does not work by giving people His Spirit to speak in tongues.

	Question 21H
	What do we have to guide us that the earliest Christians did not have?
	The earliest Christians did not have the Completed scriptures. The New Testament has not then been written. We have the completed scripture, old and new testaments.

	LESSON 22: SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES (PART 1).

	Question 22A
	How was Adam made?
	Adam was formed from the dust of the ground and then God breathed into the form the breath of life and Adam became a living, breathing person.

’ then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature’ (Genesis 2:7)

	Question 22B
	Did the serpent make Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit?
	No, Adam and Eve were not MADE to eat of the forbidden fruit by the serpent. The serpent tempted Adam and Eve and told them a lie; they had a choice to listen or not to listen.

’But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die’ (Genesis 3:4)
Adam and Eve chose of their own free will to believe the serpent rather than God and took of the forbidden fruit of their own free will, they chose to listen to the words of the serpent rather than obey God’s Words.

	Question 22C
	Like us, Adam and Jesus both had freewill- they could either obey or disobey God’s commands.
	

	
	a) Why did Adam disobey?
	Adam chose to disobey God’s commandment. He had freedom to choose to obey or disobey – he listened to the voice of his wife and chose to disobey and take the consequences.

	
	b) Why did Jesus obey?
	Jesus chose to obey God’s commandments because he loved his Father and wanted to please Him by doing those things that he knew God wanted of him. Jesus wanted to give Glory to God and did not seek his own self glory.

	Question 22D
	What was Adam’s punishment for disobeying God?
	Adam's punishment for disobeying God was that now the sentence of death had come upon him and he was banished from God’s presence in the Garden of Eden.

Genesis 3:19’By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return’
’therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life’ (Genesis 3:23-24)

	Question 22E
	What does the Bible mean by the word ’sin’?
	‘Sin’ is disobedience of God’s commandments.

	Question 22F
	Give examples of sins that believers might be tempted to commit.
	

	Question 22G
	What does the word ’soul’ mean.
	The word ’soul’ means ’life’, ’person’, ’creature’ or ’being’.

	LESSON 23: SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES (PART 2).

	Question 23A
	Why do all men and women die?
	All men and women die because the sentence of death on Adam has passed through to all living persons. We all have sinful nature from Adam, all sin and bear the consequence of sin which is death.

’Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—’ (Romans 5:12)

	Question 23B
	What happens to a person when he dies?
	When a person dies he breathes no more and returns to dust from which he was made. In death there is no consciousness or thought, that is the end of the life of a person, they know not anything, they cease to exist anymore.

’ When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.’ (Psalm 146:4)
’For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise? (Psalm 6:5)

	Question 23C
	Is there any part of us that continues living after we have died?
	No, there is no part of us that continues living after we have died.

’ For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten. Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is done under the sun’ (Eccles. 9:5-6)

	Question 23D
	Is there life after death? If so say;

a) Where it will be?
	On the Earth. The only life after death is at the resurrection of the dead, when the Lord Jesus Christ returns to the earth to judge the world. Those that are found faithful will be given eternal life in the kingdom of God which will be established on the earth.

	
	b) When it will be?


	When the Lord Jesus Christ returns to the earth and calls his followers from their graves

	
	c) How can we share in it?


	We can share in it by believing in Jesus and faithfully following Jesus Christ. If we obey the commandments of Almighty God as the Lord Jesus Christ did in His life on earth then we will share in the Kingdom.

	Question 23E
	The word ‘hell’ is sometimes used of Gehenna. What is its other meaning?
	The word’ hell’ is used for Gehenna and the other meaning is the ‘grave’ or covered place.

	Question 23F
	We are told that Jesus was in hell (Acts2:31). What does this mean?
	’he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption’ (Acts 2:31)
Jesus was in the grave but did not remain there.

	Question 23G
	a) Why were the fires burning continuously in the valley of Hinnom (Gehenna) in the time of Jesus?
	To destroy the bodies of dead animals and the rubbish from the city.

	
	b) What did Jesus use this to represent?
	Jesus used this valley of Hinnom (Gehenna) as a symbol of utter destruction.

	
	c) Are there fires for tormenting the wicked after they are dead? 
	No, there are no fires for tormenting the dead. They are buried in the earth and return to the dust.

	Question 23H
	Why is Jesus’ death important for us?
	Jesus’ death is important for us because his sinless life meant that he would be raised from the dead. Now he is raised we have a hope of having our sins covered and also being raised from the dead.

’For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ’ 1( Corinthians. 15:22-23)
‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him’ (John 3:16-17)

	Question 23I
	What effect does the death of Jesus on the way we should live?
	The effect that Jesus’ death has on the way we should live is that we should follow the example of Jesus: keep God’s commandments and follow His ways. 

’God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8)


